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of legalistic orthodoxy. The only people whom he could hope
to win over, within the limits of the true Israel, would be the
members of those largely syncretistic circles from which the
sects were recruited. It is probable that, at the time of the
Herodians enthusiasts, abounded in Syria and Palestine popular
preachers, agitators of every kind, magicians and wonder-
workers, all more or less prophets of the Messiah and harbingers
of deliverance.1

1 Glllis Wetter, Der Sohn Gottes, Gottixigen, 1916 ;  CCXCVIII, 409 ff.